Introduction
Interdisciplinary studies are being encouraged and supported across many academic and governmental institutions. At the University of Oxford, topics such as AIDS, internet studies, criminology, climate change and other environmental issues are being addressed by academics from a wide range of disciplines. Research centres and specially funded projects are being set up to provide the infrastructure to support interdisciplinary studies. Current technological advances facilitate working across disciplinary boundaries. Search engines and web tools encourage seamlessness.
Research today is all about expanding disciplinary boundaries. The stress on interdisciplinary collaboration brings challenges to librarians. The nature of enquiries change when our readers have different agendas. The reader services librarian has to know how to find materials across a wide variety of disciplines. The "Politics Librarian"
has to know about data and the "Economics Librarian" has to know about mapping and climate change. This paper will begin with a whirlwind definition of "an academic discipline" before considering what is currently meant by interdisciplinary research and teaching in the social sciences. I will argue that disciplinary boundaries do continue to exist and do play a vital role in the quality of interdisciplinary studies. This argument will be based on academic writings, administrative documents, library surveys and discussions that took Fora was to increase the awareness and appreciation of the research strengths in the different divisions and the potential for cross-disciplinary research. 1 Once we have defined and described what is meant by cross-disciplinary research in the social sciences, we then need to consider how librarians and information specialists might best support interdisciplinary research. The ACRL's Environmental Scan 2 notes:
• Interdisciplinary studies...and newly developed areas of inquiry will stretch library resources and service models.
• The focus for academic libraries will shift from the creation and management of large, on-site library collections to the design and delivery of library services. This paper will suggest ideas for supporting interdisciplinary teaching and research.
Many more ideas will be described and explored by the other speakers and participants at this conference. I have great hopes that this gathering will provide examples of bestpractice that we can all take back to our home institutions. Some of the 20 th century disciplines were created as a product, packaged for consumption in the preparation for certain careers and professions, such as social work or teaching. There was also a growth in new disciplines that focused on specific themes, such as refugee studies, environmental studies, media studies and women's studies. The teaching and research associated with these new disciplines were by nature "interdisciplinary" because they brought together academics from different disciplines. Each academic brought their own disciplinary approach to the same topic.
Part I : Defining the disciplines
The "discipline" became a way of thinking or a way of approaching a particular problem.
It was no longer defined simply by the knowledge of a subject. destruction of the ability to imagine a community (psychology), the socio-economic situation facing each generation (economics) and the role played by countries (international relations).
How can libraries support this style of interdisciplinary research?
By creating a library centred on a topic which collects everything and anything associated with that topic. For example, the Oxford University Refugee Studies Library houses the largest collection of materials worldwide relating to the causes, experiences, consequences and implications of forced displacement. It has books and journals on the topic but more invaluable is its extensive collection of grey literature which is gradually being digitised so it is available in the field to academics, researchers and students, policy makers, service agencies, the general public and refugees themselves. This encourages interdisciplinary research by its focus on a topic, rather than on individual disciplines. Knowing the increasing importance of obtaining information on the web, many libraries have digitisation projects, particularly as a way of making special collections more visible to the research community. 
The key here is in providing a "language" that can be understood by the very different communities.
Librarians spend much time selecting subject headings (e.g. LC, MESH) and database suppliers create thesauri to group together items on a similar topic.
Resource discovery software, such as ExLibris' Primo, offers readers even more opportunities to expand their knowledge of related items. Faceted classification is ideal for an online world in which multiple navigational paths might be assigned to a single item. There is no longer the same constraint as one has with a class mark which determined a book's single location on a shelf. However, faceted systems do require a decision about which facets will be applied and displayed in the database. Another development that will encourage interdisciplinary exploration is the option for library users to "tag" an item with their own terminology. This encourages our readers to share their own knowledge about a book or online resource with each other. Tagging is a way of expanding on the subject headings assigned by cataloguers who will not know a subject as well as a specialist researcher. The assignment of authoritative subject headings will group together materials while tagging, and faceted searching will expand the links between items. Both are necessary to the support of interdisciplinary research. will provide a disincentive to interdisciplinary research. This is largely because current citation measures are discipline-based. What happens to disciplines that are less reliant on journal publications? While the government and the research funding bodies encourage interdisciplinary research, the means by which funding is actually allocated will be based on a system that rewards discipline-specific research.
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How can libraries help promote interdisciplinary research in a world where disciplinebased citation counts skew the picture?
Institutional Repositories are being seen as a way of promoting an institution's research.
The "Oxford University Research Archive" offers searching options that allow for departmental, disciplinary and cross-disciplinary searching. The Social Science Library is involved in a European Union project which is aiming to create a subject-specific repository, Economists Online, which will include the holdings of RePC as well as the publications of the economists associated with selected Universities across Europe. The Project Manager points out that "…it is vital to address the diversity between disciplines Illustration 5: The creation of a new Management course in the Social Sciences Division offered the opportunity for an interesting discussion about the challenges presented by a cross-disciplinary course. The course proposal noted that many of the students entering such an interdisciplinary course will be expected to move away from their original domain of expertise while appreciating how management research is embedded in the social sciences and in policy and practice. This would be achieved by "providing courses that cover a wide range of practical topics, with each being covered in depth and with critical engagement. The cross-linking platforms of managing performance, globalisation, risk management and research methods will provide opportunities for students to appreciate the similarities and differences between the models that underpin these topics, while placing them within the context of the social sciences…Students must acquire an awareness of the contrasting epistemological perspectives on management, enabling them to move beyond their original parent discipline…Trans-disciplinary research employs a mixture of theories and techniques from more than one discipline. Students will be encouraged to experience directly the should include an explanation of the difference between browsing and searching, between using a title or a subject index, between a bibliographic database and a full-text e-journal package, and between using a thesaurus and an index. We should give tips on locating quality resources on the Internet and explain how to make the most of searching Google. We should work with the academics in detecting plagiarism and work with the students to help them understand what is meant by plagiarism.
The Social Science Librarian-in-Charge, Louise Clarke, is working with academics across different departments to provide a joined-up programme of search clinics.
Masters students preparing for their thesis will be able to select the workshops that best match their dissertation topics, though these might fall outside the resources traditionally associated with their discipline so shouldn't we use Google to help them improve their search results? Mark Janes has now added 1,200 sites that contain statistical data using Google Custom Search (http://www.ssl.ox.ac.uk/advanced_search.html). He has specified keywords and tagging for post-search refinement. Of course, there are limitations to this service because only items indexed by Google can be included and we lack control over the ranking of results. However, we are in correspondence with Google and hope that we might be able to assist with deeper indexing through the addition of metadata. 
What did we do to support interdisciplinary research?
On 1 In contrast, the print journals are filed alphabetically because trying to assign a single subject to a social science journal appeared to help no discipline. Academics have commented on how this arrangement has increased their knowledge of related subject areas as they browse to either side of "their" journal. One might argue that this works well because all the titles are in support of the social sciences.
The Bodleian Library, created in 1602, has used a wide variety of classification schemes over the centuries but the most enduring is one that classifies by size. This is of course an efficient means of storing books in stacks that are closed to readers. The modern reader uses the online catalogue to find books by means of many different indexes. The book can then be requested and delivered to the reading room or library selected by the reader. If a book is on an "open shelf" it might be a lending copy or a copy confined to the library but it cannot be delivered to another library. Therefore, the interdisciplinary researcher prefers to have interdisciplinary books held in the closed stack so they can be delivered to the library of choice. he might wish to consult the book in the Social Science or the Taylorian Slavonic
Library.
The distribution of funding determines how a subject is supported. We have retained discipline-specific budgets for printed materials and where possible, for electronic resources. The key to our success has been to have a single subject consultant, Mark
Janes, who manages and spends up to twelve separate budgets. We have found this to be efficient and productive. The overlap between Economics and Development Studies, between Sociology and Anthropology is considerable. When we had more than one subject consultant much time was wasted liaising between librarians to work out who should pay for what. It is much better to have one person looking after all the budgets, with a vested interest in all the subjects. Of course, he has to be an interdisciplinary renaissance man…! He has two main rules. He considers the purpose of a purchase rather than its subject, and when trying to differentiate between related subjects, such as politics and modern history, he considers the approach of the author rather than the subject of the book.
A recent document from the Social Sciences Division supports this approach: "Common to every discipline is a methodological debate about whether problems and their solutions are best understood using formal models, using quantitative analysis, using 'evidence-based' analysis, or by using other qualitative methods, such as structured Electronic resources support interdisciplinary research in a number of ways. First, the publisher deals mean that a library often finds it is less expensive to buy all the journal titles of a particular publisher rather than to buy individual titles. This has increased the range of titles available to our readers. For example, many academics have told me about how cross-searching of journals in JSTOR has resulted in their reading more widely. Academics also told me how the ease of finding and reading abstracts on the Web of Science has changed the speed with which they can gain an overview of a new subject or topic.
Requests for full-text e-journals and e-books have escalated in the social sciences.
Meanwhile, fewer and fewer researchers appear to be using bibliographic databases.
As a result, we are spending more money buying primary and secondary data and ejournal packages. Bibliographic databases devoted to a particular discipline, such as EconLit, are still used but the real demand is for full-text. has not been dependent on overcoming supposed fundamental differences between the humanities and sciences; instead it has been based around cooperation on the vast tracts of common ground." 16 Instead of concentrating on inter-disciplinary or crossdisciplinary research, the authors look at the integration of approaches and the possibilities for equal partnerships between different academic approaches.
Let's return to the idea of a Renaissance man or woman and consider the following statement: "If we assume…that all knowledge can no longer be encompassed by a single skull, then the key question is how can cooperation between individual specialists be made to achieve results…the overall lesson is that we must act to ease the sharing of information rather than passively extolling the virtues of cooperation. As with all communication, this demands a mutual respect and understanding of the various languages involved. Therefore, the multilingual translator -not a renaissance person, but someone who can fluently move between disciplines -plays a key role."
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This is an encouraging statement since the aim of most librarians is to share information! We need to consider how we might provide a translation service to help our social scientists move fluently between disciplines.
Conclusion
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research, Ewan McKendrick, argues that the "problems that confront our society increasingly defy disciplinary boundaries and much of the world-class, cutting-edge research…is taking place across the disciplinary divides."
18
The Social Science Division believes that "social scientists should be playing a more significant role in policy formation, including the provision of good-quality evidence, based on methodological rigour".
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Librarians and information specialists have a crucial role to play in supporting interdisciplinary studies, a form of research and teaching where each discipline continues to be separate and distinct in its approach to a subject, but where the findings of each discipline are integrated so that creative and practical solutions are found to solve a problem. We can do this by the following means:
-create library spaces conducive to interdisciplinary studies -organise our print collections to encourage interdisciplinary conversations -provide a translation service that aids in the location of related materials to expand the real and virtual interdisciplinary collection -package our documentation and training to support interdisciplinary teaching -use the Internet creatively to provide additional links and services -re-use the services familiar to our readers to promote our e-resources -create our own IT services to support interdisciplinary studies Librarians can play a significant role in encouraging interdisciplinary research and teaching by providing both reactive and proactive support to our library users.
